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1
KIT FOR COVERING OUTDOOR
ELECTRICAL DEVICES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to outdoor electrical
device covers and more particularly to a kit having compo-
nents which are adaptable for covering a variety of different
electrical devices.

2. Antecedents of the Invention

There exists a wide variety of electrical devices mounted
within boxes of electrical systems, e.g., receptacles of differ-
ent voltage and current capacities, toggle switches, paddle
switches, GFCI units, etc., having different sizes and shapes
which necessitate device covers dimensioned to accommo-
date the face of each specific device. Covers for devices
exposed to weather also required a weatherproof lid and, in
some instances, a locking mechanism. Because each different
size and shape of device required a different type of cover
configured for it, an electrician was required to carry several
types of covers to the job site.

Attempts have been made at providing an adaptable cover
which could be configured to fit commonly encountered
devices. To this end, a partial solution to the problem pro-
posed a cover having removable tabs which when broken off,
varied the shape of an aperture which received the face of the
device, depending on which tabs were broken off.

Problems associated with this approach included difficulty
in selecting and breaking the tabs as well as the possibility of
irreversibly creating an aperture too large for the device being
covered. Additionally, the remaining structure, which
included unbroken tabs, was inherently weak and susceptible
to breakage when the components were tightened during
installation or due to residual stress after installation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A kit for covering electrical devices includes a housing
having a rear panel as well as top, side and bottom panels. An
orifice of the rear panel is dimensioned to accommodate
adapter plates. An opening in an adapter plate is configured to
receive at least one of a plurality of inserts for accommodat-
ing a specific device.

The adapter plate opening is defined by a forwardly tapered
chamfered wall. A frustum insert, having a matingly tapered
external surface and a chamfered wall opening, may be seated
in the adapter plate opening. Successive frustum inserts, each
having a smaller chamfered wall opening, may be nested
within the opening of the previously seated insert. Each of the
openings is dimensioned to receive the face of a different
electrical device and/or to receive the next successive insert.
A frustum plug having a rectangular toggle switch opening
may be seated in one of the frustum insert openings.

The top and one side of the housing include integral arrays
of’hinge pins and the top and one side of a lid includes mating
arrays of hinge knuckles. The lid is mounted to either array of
pins. One or more pins of each array is longer than its respec-
tive knuckle, is slotted and has an enlarged head to prevent
inadvertent hinge separation.

From the foregoing compendium, it will be appreciated
that an aspect of the present invention is to provide a kit for
covering outdoor electrical devices which is not subject to the
foregoing disadvantages of the antecedents of the invention.

A feature of the present invention is to provide a kit for
covering outdoor electrical devices which is simple to
assemble and easy to use.
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A consideration of the present invention is to provide a kit
for covering outdoor electrical devices which is well suited
for heavy duty applications.

A further aspect of the present invention is to provide a kit
for covering outdoor electrical devices which is well suited
for economical mass production fabrication.

A still further consideration of the present invention is to
provide a kit for covering outdoor electrical devices capable
of withstanding stress encountered during assembly and
mounting to an electrical box as well as residual stress.

Another feature of the present invention is to provide a kit
for covering outdoor electrical devices wherein an adapter
plate includes a chamfered wall opening which accommo-
dates a frustum insert having an opening dimensioned to
accommodate a specific electrical device.

An additional consideration of the present invention is to
provide a kit for covering outdoor electrical devices wherein
an adapter plate includes a chamfered wall opening which
accommodates a frustum insert having an opening dimen-
sioned to accommodate a further frustum insert.

To provide a kit for covering outdoor electrical devices
wherein an adapter plate includes a chamfered wall opening
which accommodates a frustum insert and mounting of a
specific frustum insert is not irreversible is a further consid-
eration of the present invention.

Another aspect of the present invention is to provide a kit
for covering outdoor electrical devices wherein adapter plate
inserts are secured in position through mating chamfered
surface engagement for strength and durability.

A further feature of the present invention is to provide a kit
for covering outdoor electrical devices which includes a
hinged connection between a lid and a housing wherein a
slotted hinge pin having an engaged head is seated in a hinge
knuckle.

A still further consideration of the present invention is to
provide a kit for covering outdoor electrical devices wherein
all components can be economically molded of weatherproof
thermoplastic resins.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the accompanying drawings, wherein some of the vari-
ous possible exemplary embodiments of the invention are
shown:

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of an electrical device cover
fabricated from a kit constructed in accordance with and
embodying the present invention;

FIG. 2 a front isometric view, similar to FIG. 1, however
with a cover lid in open position and showing, in exploded
format, various adapter plates and inserts of the kit;

FIG. 3 is a rear elevational exploded view of the kit;

FIG. 4 is a side elevational exploded view of some of the kit
components illustrated in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the plane 5-5 of F1G.
4;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged scale sectional view taken along the
plane 6-6 of FIG. 1, with components deleted for clarity and
showing a latch mechanism for securing the lid in a closed
position;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged scale rear elevation view, with the lid
opened and hinged to a side panel of the housing and showing
atoggle switch cover configuration utilizing an adapter panel
and three inserts;

FIG. 8 is an exploded isometric view of an alternate
embodiment of the invention, with the lid closed; and
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FIG. 9 is a sectional view, taken substantially along the
plane 9-9 of FIG. 8.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now in detail to the drawings a kit 10 for covering
electrical devices in accordance with the invention includes a
substantially rectangular housing 12 includes a rear panel 14,
atop panel 16, a right side panel 18, a left side panel 20 and a
bottom panel 22. A peripheral flange 24 surrounds the proxi-
mal edges of the panels 16, 18, 20 and 22.

A weatherprooflid 26 may be hinged to either the top panel
16 or the right side panel 18 is generally illustrated as being
hinged to the top panel 16, except in FIG. 9, wherein it is
shown hinged to the right side panel 18.

With attention directed to FIGS. 2 and 3, it should be noted
that the rear panel 14 includes an orifice 28 of generally
rectangular shape surrounded by a peripheral recess 30
formed on the inner or front face of the rear panel 14.

The kit 10 includes a plurality of adapter plates 32, 34 and
36, each of which is configured to be received within the
orifice 28. From an examination of FIG. 3, it will be noted that
each of the adapter plates includes a peripheral flange of
reduced thickness 38, 40, 42 which is dimensioned to seat in
the peripheral recess 30.

The adapter plates 34, 36 include openings configured to
cover and permit access to the face of a duplex receptacle and
devices having rectangular faces including GFCI receptacles
respectively. A variety of mounting holes extend through each
adapter plate, with the mounting holes configured to receive
selected fasteners, e.g., mounting screws, which engage aper-
tures in an electrical box for securing the entire cover com-
prising the assembled kit 10 to the electrical box carrying the
electrical device to be covered.

Pursuant to the invention, the adapter plate 32 includes an
opening 44 configured to receive on its rear face at least one
of a plurality of inserts 46, 48, 50, 52, 54 for effecting a
change in the dimensions of the opening such that the opening
size selected will accommodate the face of an electrical
device being installed. It should be noted that for convenience
of'illustration only, FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate the inserts 52 and
54 in front of the adapter plate 32, whereas if selected, they are
to be inserted at the rear face of the adapter plate 32.

The adapter plate opening 44 is defined by a forwardly
tapered chamfered wall 56, such that the opening 44 is larger
at the rear face of the adapter plate than at the front face. A
frustum insert 46 or 52, having a matingly tapered external
surface 58, 60 and a chamfered wall opening may be seated in
the adapter plate opening 44. Successive frustum inserts 48,
54, each having a smaller chamfered wall opening, may be
nested within a rear face the opening 62, 64 of the previously
seated insert (46, 52, respectively). The opening in the adapter
plate 32 and the openings of the frustum inserts 46, 48, 50, 52,
54 are dimensioned to receive the face of a different electrical
device. The frustum insert 50 comprises a plug having a
rectangular toggle switch opening and may be seated the
opening of the frustum insert 48.

While the frustum inserts, 46, 48, 52, and 54, by way of
example only, comprise frustoconical rings, it should be
appreciated that pyramidical or oval frustum inserts could be
employed with noncircular and/or circular openings config-
ured to accept the faces of electrical devices having corre-
sponding shapes and/or other successively smaller frustum
inserts.

Each of the frustum inserts includes a pair of radially
extending diametrically opposed registration tabs 66 config-
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4

ured for placement within in correspondingly dimensioned
recessed seats 68 formed in the rear face of the adapter plate
32, as well as the rear faces of the frustum inserts 46, 48, 52
and 54. There is also provided a notch 70 in each tab 66 and
a post 72, projecting from each seat fits within the notch to
secure the frustum insert against rotation or dislodgement
from its opening within which it is received prior to complete
assembly of the cover.

It should be appreciated that when the adapter plate 32 is
fitted with one or more frustum inserts, engagement between
the forwardly tapered chamfered walls and the tapered exter-
nal surfaces of the frustum inserts maximizes abutting surface
area contact, thus assuring that the frustum inserts will not be
dislodged, i.e., pushed through the adapter plate opening 44
or the openings in the previously inserted frustum inserts,
when the fasteners are tightened or possibly over tightened
during installation and possibly after installation as a result of
residual stress.

When configured in the orientation of FIGS. 1-6, an inte-
gral electric cord knock out panel 74 at the bottom of the lid
26 is removed to provide an in use passageway, illustrated in
FIG. 6, while when the lid is hinged about the right side edge,
with the hinge being horizontally oriented at the top of the
electrical box, as illustrated in FIG. 7, a knock out panel 76 is
removed.

The lid 26 is maintained in a closed position by an integral
latch 78, best illustrated in FIG. 6, having a flange 80 which
engages a keeper surface on the rear face of the housing
peripheral flange 24. To release the latch 78 and open the lid,
a grip 82 is pulled forwardly.

Both the top and right side of the housing 12 include
integral arrays of hinge pins and the top and left side panels of
the 1id 26 include mating arrays of hinge knuckles. The lid 26
is mounted to either array of pins, depending upon the orien-
tation of the electrical box housing the device such that the lid
26 is hinged in a generally horizontal plane adjacent the top of
the electrical box. One or more pins of each array is longer
than its respective knuckle, is slotted and has a mushroomed
head to prevent inadvertent hinge separation.

As shown in FIG. 7, wherein the hinge pins associated with
the top panel 16 are illustrated, a platform 84 which is integral
with the housing 12 includes a plurality of pin flanges 86, 88,
90 and 92. Each of the pin flanges includes an integral pin 94,
96, 98 and 100, all of which are coaxial. One or more hinge
pins 94, 100, are longer than the remaining pins, include
mushroomed heads and are axially slotted to enable compres-
sion of the mushroomed heads. An identical array of hinge
pins 102, 104, 106, and 108 are formed on the right side panel
18, with the slots being best illustrated in FIG. 4.

An array of hinge knuckles 110, 112, 114 and 116, which
are configured to mate with the top panel hinge pin arm, is
formed integral with the peripheral flange of the lid 26 while
an array of hinge knuckles 118, 120, 122 and 124, configured
to mate with the right side panel hinge pin array, is also
formed integral with the peripheral flange of the lid 26. The
1id 26 is mounted to the housing 12 by registering the bores of
a selected knuckle array with the hinge pins of the selected
hinge pin array and sliding the knuckles over the hinge pins,
compressing the mushroom heads. When the knuckles are
fully seated over the pins and the knuckles abut their respec-
tive hinge flanges, the mushroom heads extend beyond their
knuckles and expand to prevent inadvertent disengagement.

It should be noted that a pair of apertures 126, 128 are
formed through opposed diagonal corners of the housing
peripheral flange. When the lid is closed, one of the apertures
126, 128 will be in registration with an aperture 130 formed in
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a corner of the lid peripheral flange so as to permit the 1id to
be locked by way of a padlock, wire seal, etc.

Referring now to FIGS. 8 and 9, wherein an alternate
embodiment of the invention is shown, like numerals will be
employed to denote like components of the previous embodi-
ment, however bearing the suffix “A”. A kit 10A for covering
electrical devices carried within square electrical boxes, such
as two devices in side by side orientation, includes a substan-
tially square housing 12A having a rear panel 14A, a top panel
16A, aright side panel 18 A, aleft side panel 20A and a bottom
panel 22A. A peripheral flange 24 A surrounds the proximal
edges of the panels 16 A, 18A, 20A and 22A. A weatherproof
lid 26A is hinged to the top panel 16A.

The rear panel 14A includes an orifice 28A of generally
square shape surrounded by a peripheral recess 30A formed
on the inner or front face of the rear panel 14A. The kit 10A
also includes plurality of rectangular adapter plates 32A, 34A
and 36A, each of which is dimensioned to be received within
the orifice 28A in side by side abutting relationship with
another of the adapter plates 32A, 34A or 36A. From an
examination of FIG. 9, it will be noted that each of the adapter
plates includes a flange of reduced thickness 38A, 40A, 42A
which extends along the top, bottom and one side of the
respective adapter plate 38A, 40A, 42A. The flanges are
dimensioned to seat the top, bottom and one side of two of the
adapter plates in the peripheral recess 30A.

The adapter plates 34A, 36A include openings configured
to cover and permit access to the face of a duplex receptacle
and devices having rectangular faces including a GFCI recep-
tacle respectively. A variety of mounting holes extend
through each adapter plate, with the mounting holes config-
ured to receive selected mounting screws for securing the
entire cover comprising the assembled kit 10A to an electrical
box carrying the electrical device to be covered.

Pursuant to the invention, the adapter plate 32A includes an
opening 44 A configured to receive on its rear face at least one
of a plurality of frustum inserts 46 A, 48A, 50A for effecting
a change in the dimensions of the opening such that the
changed opening size selected will accommodate the face of
one of the electrical devices being installed. It should be noted
that for convenience of illustration only, FIGS. 8 and 9 illus-
trate the frustum inserts 46 A, 48 A, 50A in front of the lid 24 A,
whereas in use and if selected, they are to be inserted at the
rear face of the adapter plate 32A. In all other aspects, struc-
ture and engagement between the frustum inserts 46 A, 48A,
50A and the adapter plate 32A is identical to that heretofore
described in detail with respect to the corresponding compo-
nents of the previous embodiment.

As previously mentioned, the rear panel orifice 28A is of
square configuration. The kit 10A includes an alternate
adapter plate 37A of square configuration and dimensioned to
be received within and completely occupy the orifice 28A. A
peripheral flange of reduced thickness 43A surrounds the
adapter plate 37A. The flange 43 A is dimensioned to seat in
the peripheral recess 30A when the adapter plate 37A is
positioned in the orifice 28A.

The adapter plate 37A includes a large opening 45A con-
figured to accept the face of a single large device centrally
mounted in a square electrical box. As with the adapter plates
32 and 32A, the opening 45A in the adapter plate 37A is also
configured to receive, on its rear face, at least one of a plural-
ity of frustum inserts 47A, 49A, 51A, 53A, 55A, 57A and
59A for effecting a change in the dimensions of the opening,
such that the changed opening size will accommodate the face
of an electrical device which is centrally positioned in the
electrical box.
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With the exception of the dimensions of their respective
tapered external surfaces and chamfered wall openings, the
frustum inserts 46 A, 48A,47A,49A,51A,55A,57A and 59A
are substantially identical to the frustum inserts 46, 48, 52, 54
of'the previous embodiment and the frustum inserts 50A and
53A are substantially identical to the frustum insert 50 of the
previous embodiment.

The 1lid 26A includes a single array of hinge knuckles
which are configured to mate with an array of hinge pins
formed integral with the top panel 16 A of the housing 12A, in
a manner identical to that of the previous embodiment.

Itshould be appreciated that all of the components of the kit
10 can be economically mass produced as by molding from a
suitable thermoplastic, such as, polycarbonate, polystyrene,
polyamide, ABS, etc.

Thus is will be seen that there is provided a kit for covering
outdoor electrical devices which achieves the various aspects,
features and considerations of the present invention and
which is well suited to meet the conditions of practical usage.

As various possible further embodiments might be made of
the present invention and various changes might be made in
the illustrative embodiments above set forth without depart-
ing from the spirit of the in invention, it is to be understood
that all matter herein described or shown in the accompanying
drawings is to be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limited
sense.

Having thus described the invention, there is claimed as
new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent:

1. A kit for covering electrical devices, the kit comprising
a housing having a rear panel, the rear panel including an
orifice, a lid configured to be hinged to the housing, a first
adapter plate dimensioned to be received within the orifice,
the first adapter plate having a front face, a rear face and an
opening, the opening being defined by a first forwardly
tapered wall and being larger at the rear face, a frustum insert
dimensioned to be seated in the opening, the frustum insert
having an opening dimensioned to accommodate the face of
an electrical device.

2. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1, wherein the frustum insert is frustoconical.

3. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1, including a second adapter plate having an opening,
the opening in the second adapter plate being dimensioned to
accommodate a face of a different electrical device.

4. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 3 wherein the different electrical device comprises a
ground fault circuit interruptor [GFCI] receptacle or a duplex
receptacle.

5. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1, the kit including a plurality of further adapter plates,
each further adapter plate being configured with an opening
of a different size.

6. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1 wherein the frustum insert includes at least one reg-
istration tab projecting therefrom and the rear face of the first
adapter plate includes a seat dimensioned to receive said at
least one registration tab.

7. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1 wherein the rear panel orifice is dimensioned to
accommodate two adapter plates positioned side by side, the
kit including a third adapter plate dimensioned to occupy the
rear panel orifice.

8. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1, wherein the frustum insert is seated in the opening of
the first adapter plate and the opening in the frustum insert is
defined by a second forwardly tapered wall, the kit further
including a plurality of frustum inserts, each of said inserts
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having an opening defined by another forwardly tapered wall
and being configured to be nestably received in the opening of
the seated frustum insert.

9. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 8, wherein each of said the frustum inserts is frusto-
conical.

10. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 8 wherein each frustum insert includes a registration tab
projecting therefrom and the rear faces of the frustum inserts
include a seat dimensioned to receive the registration tab.

11. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1, wherein the frustum insert comprises a plug having
an opening configured to accommodate the face a toggle
switch.

12. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1, further including a hinge configured to pivotally
interconnect the housing and the 1id, the hinge including a
hinge pin and a hinge knuckle, the pin having a mushroom
head at its distal end, the pin having an axial length greater
than an axial length of the knuckle such that when the pin is
seated in the knuckle, the mushroom head extends beyond the
knuckle, the pin having an axial slot extending at least
through the mushroom head, whereby the mushroom head
may be compressed to permit the pin to seat within the
knuckle.

13. A kit for covering electrical devices in accordance with
claim 1 wherein the electrical device comprises a first elec-
trical device, the kit including a second adapter plate, the
second adapter plate having an opening dimensioned to
accommodate a second electrical device comprising a recep-
tacle.

14. An adaptable cover for outdoor electrical devices car-
ried within an electrical box, the cover comprising a housing,
a lid hinged to the housing, the housing including a rear panel
having an orifice, an adapter plate received within the orifice,
the adapter plate having a front face, a rear face and an
opening, the opening being defined by a forwardly tapered
wall and a first frustum insert seated in the opening of the
adapter plate, the first frustum insert having an opening
dimensioned to accommodate a second frustum insert.
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15. An adaptable cover for outdoor electrical devices car-
ried within the electrical box in accordance with claim 14,
wherein said second frustum insert is seated within the open-
ing of the first frustum insert, further including a plurality of
additional frustum inserts, each nested within an opening of a
seated frustum insert.

16. An adaptable cover for outdoor electrical devices car-
ried within the electrical box in accordance with claim 14
wherein the openings of the frustum inserts are each dimen-
sioned to accommodate the face of a different electrical
device.

17. An adaptable cover for outdoor electrical devices car-
ried within the electrical box in accordance with claim 14
wherein the frustum inserts are frustoconical.

18. An adaptable cover for outdoor electrical devices car-
ried within the electrical box in accordance with claim 14
wherein the lid is hinged to the housing through a hinge
including a hinge pin and a hinge knuckle, the pin having a
mushroom head at its distal end, the pin having an axial length
greater than an axial length of the knuckle such that when the
pin is seated in the knuckle, the mushroom head extends
beyond the knuckle, the pin having an axial slot extending at
least through the mushroom head, whereby the mushroom
head may be compressed to permit the pin to seat within the
knuckle.

19. An adaptable cover for outdoor electrical devices car-
ried within an electrical box in accordance with claim 14,
wherein said second frustum insert is seated in the opening of
the first frustum insert, the cover further including a third
frustum insert, the second frustum insert having an opening
dimensioned to accommodate the third frustum insert, the
third frustum insert being seated in the opening of the second
frustum insert.

20. An adaptable cover for outdoor electrical devices car-
ried within an electrical box in accordance with claim 14
including an additional adapter plate, said additional adapter
plate being configured with an opening dimensioned to
accommodate a face of an electrical device.
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